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William Stephenson : Fowles's The French Lieutenant's Woman (Reader's Guides)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Fowles's The French Lieutenant's Woman (Reader's 
Guides): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A novel often assigned as a complex modern classic for college-
level audiencesBy Midwest Book ReviewJoining others in the 'Reader's Guide' series for supplemental literary study is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0826490093


this focus on THE FRENCH LIEUTENANT'S WOMAN, a novel often assigned as a complex modern classic for 
college-level audiences. College-level collections will find this an excellent starting point for classroom debates and 
discussions of the novel, offering analysis of key themes, social issues, and critical points of interest.

John Fowles's 1969 novel The French Lieutenant's Woman has become a modern classic but it is a complex novel and 
can be daunting to study. This accessible guide offers detailed readings of the text as well as accounts of Fowles's 
influences and the context of the novel's composition. It also discusses Fowles's manipulation of the story's Victorian 
setting and source material, and his treatment of key themes such as gender, sexuality and social class. It addresses the 
reviews and critical reception of the novel, and offers study suggestions and a guide to further reading. A separate 
section engages with the 1981 film adaptation scripted by Harold Pinter. This introduction to the text is the ideal 
companion to study, offering guidance on: Literary and historical context Language, style and form Reading The 
French Lieutenant's Woman Critical reception and publishing history Adaptation and interpretation Further reading.

'In-depth and well-written account of John Fowles [giving] a new perspective on his novels' .co.uk review of 
Stephenson's book on Fowles in the Writers and their Work series."Joining others in the 'Reader's Guide' series for 
supplemental literary study is this focus on The French Lieutenant's Woman, a novel often assigned as a complex 
modern classic for college-level audiences. College-level collections will find this an excellent starting point for 
classroom debates and discussions of the novel, offering analysis of key themes, social issues, and critical points of 
interest." Midwest Book , March 2008 


