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Clive Hirschhorn : Gene Kelly: A Biography  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Gene Kelly: A Biography: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The definitive Gene Kelly biographyBy RonAnnArborThe best 
Gene Kelly biography out there, even though it ends before his death -- non-sensationalized and down to earth writing, 
with lots of information about Gene, his style, and his life in movies and afterward. This really needs an update with a 
final chapter on his late-life recognitions and death, since it still stands as the definitive biography on his life.4 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. Gene Kelly: The Lone HooferBy ElenaJohn Martin, a critic for The New 
York Times, said of Gene Kelly: "He is not only glib-footed, but he has a feeling for comment and content that give 
his dancing personal distinction and raise it several notches as a dancing art."This is definitely a great reading, which 
ensambles many of the diverse facets of dancer, choreographer and movie-star Gene Kelly, a respectful but 
surprisingly objective (due to the inclusion of numerous interviews and behind-the scenes details) biography that 
displays alternatively lights and shadows over this pioneer dancer/director, a recount which is initiated in his 
childhood in a poor neighbourhood from Pittsburgh (As he said himself: 'Astaire represents the aristocracy when he 
dances - I represent the proletariat!'), then his fulminant breakthrough in "Pal Joey" and his early fame in Hollywood, 
his immensurable talents and his involvement with a talented troupe of artists, his marriages to Betsy Blair and Jeannie 
Coyne, his perfectionist tendencies, the disappointments that would affect his career in the decline of the musical 
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genre, the HUAC confrontation during the blacklist, the joy and the disillusionment, the humanity of a star behind the 
Hollywood's faade. Highly recommended.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great Biography of Gene 
KellyBy Lindy GalWell written biography of Gene Kelly from his childhood all the way through he receiving the 
Kennedy Center Honor in the 1980's. I like that the reader learnsore about him as a person and not just a dancer. 
Would have given 5 stars if the pictures in the book would have been printed on glossy paper

A biography of Gene Kelly.


