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Don G. Smith : H. G. Wellson Film: The Utopian Nightmare before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised H. G. Wells on Film: The Utopian Nightmare:

One of the most influential men of his generation, H.G. Wellsis primarily known for his science fiction writings that
looked ahead in time to teach and warn people about the future of the human race. Directly and indirectly, the writings
he became famous for inspired films that brought his visions (if often grestly altered or misfocused) to life on the
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screen. He himself wrote screenplays and closely supervised the production of some of hiswork. Thiswork is a study
of every theatrically released film from 1909 to 1997 based, even loosely, on the writings of H.G. Wells, including
The Wonderful Visit, The Time Machine, The Island of Dr. Moreau, The Invisible Man, The War of the Worlds, The
Food of the Gods, and Empire of the Ants, just to name afew. The films based on his work are presented in
chronological order and for each, the author discusses the circumstances surrounding its creation, its plot, how it
compares with the literary work, its production and marketing, and its strengths and weaknesses based on aesthetic
qualities.

"fine and readable...useful...pretty good" --Classic Images"discerning...meticulous...clearly written...neat, orderly and
easily accessible catalogue of the films and their literature...useful" --Utopian Studies'valuable" --ChoiceAbout the
AuthorDon G. Smith, associate professor in history and philosophy of education at Eastern Illinois University, isthe
author of The Poe Cinema (1999, $55) and Lon Chaney, Jr. (1996, $37.50). He has written for numerous publications,
including Filmfax, Scarlet Street, Movie Collector's World, Color Collector's Guide, and Midnight Marquee. He lives
in Charleston, Illinois.



