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Andrew Thompson : Hair of the Dog to Paint the Town Red: The Curious Origins of Everyday Sayings and 
Fun Phrases  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Hair of 
the Dog to Paint the Town Red: The Curious Origins of Everyday Sayings and Fun Phrases: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. This would be a perfect book to buy for someone who has 
everythingBy AnnThis would be a perfect book to buy for someone who has everything. It is filled with many fun 
facts as to the origin of things we say and have no idea where or when they originated in the Engish language. Some of 
these I knew what they meant but had no idea how they came about; such as at loose ends; or raning cats and dogs. 
There are 15 chapters covering all kinds of subject areas. Areas are Nautical, Sports and Games, Work, Trades and 
Money, Millitary Matters, The Policical Realm, Thats Entertainment, Ancient times, People and Names, Literature, 
Culinary Delights, Biblical Times, Law and Order, Animal and Nature, Til Death Do Us Part, and Miscellaneous 
Matters. Its fun easy reading and could be a great coffee table or a bathroom book. I would like to see my junior high 
and high school grandkids read it. I think they would get a kick out of it.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Cool BookBy ZaabaaThis is a great bathroom book, or really a great coffee table book as well. It's packed 
with the etymology of many common phrases, and many phrases that I had never even heard of before. Each phrase is 
defined, given in context, and explained from its humble origins to its modern usage. The writing is funny and clear, 
and it's always fun to see what you'll come across when investigating such sayings as 'God Bless You' or the rarer 
'Bold as Brass.' There isn't the most depth in these descriptions, but that's not really what it's for. Put it somewhere 
where people will pick it up and glance at it. It will certainly entertain.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. I love the way the book identifies the meaning as well ...By DanieYou can't be this book and that's coming 
from someone who didn't understand the title of this book. This book is amaaaazing! It's a wealth of information with 
some common (to most) phrases and gives insight to all of those endless sayings our parents seem to have a plethora 
of. I love the way the book identifies the meaning as well as uses it in context, quite often, the two are not one and the 
same. This book is a must have for anyone who enjoys a good time and likes to expand their thought. This book is 
always a good read but particularly after a few glasses of wine, I highly recomend it when reading this book. It's funny 
what you learn from this book. We all use know the ropes, but few of us know it originates from sailing, it makes 
sense once you stop to think about it - as do most of what's in this book, but they're still fun to learn about. I do wish 
there was some rhyme or reason the order of the sayings but other then that, I would highly recommend this book to 
anyone - oin fact i'd recommend two. You will want to keep one and give another as a gift!

400 intriguing, entertaining, and often hilarious etymological journiesEnglish is filled with curious, intriguing and 
bizarre phrases. This book reveals the surprising, captivating and even hilarious origins behind 400 of them, including: 
Read between the Lines Cat Got Your Tongue? Put a Sock in It Close, but No Cigar Bring Home the Bacon Caught 
Red-Handed Under the Weather Raining Cats and DogsPerfect for trivia and language lovers alike, this entertaining 
collection is the ultimate guide to understanding these baffling mini mysteries of the English language.

About the AuthorAndrew Thompson practices law but his obsession with finding out the truth about aspects of the 
world that we take for granted has led him to accumulate a vast body of knowledge which he has at last distilled into 
book form. 


