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Bill Heller : Harness Overlays  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Harness Overlays: 

7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. So-soBy CETBeing a novice handicapping book buyer but an 
experienced handicapper, I purchased this book thinking that it might add a little something to my arsenal, however it 
fell waaaaay short of that. The layout of the book is weak in that it provides terrible images of the program pages and 
then refers to that program page 1-2 pages ahead which causes one to have to keep turning back-and-forth which, for 
my taste, interferes with continuity and, therefore, comprehension.It, like almost any other book, did have SOME 
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information that was useful, however, this book is not for the experienced (I should say GOOD) handicapper. It's more 
for the novice that needs to acquire some basic handicapping skills.In my opinion, finding "vulnerable favorites" (as 
the book purports to teach you how to do) was more of the focus of this book instead of finding the best horse. Most 
favorites are vulnerable by virtue of the fact that MOST of them lose, depending on the track, upwards of 72%.In 
short, if you're new to harness racing and need to know basic terminology, how to compute a horse's last half time, 
how to adjust for different track speed ratings and the like, this book may be a good STARTER book for you. If you're 
looking to improve on existing handicapping skills, you probably ought to look beyond this book.10 of 12 people 
found the following review helpful. More of the same. sigh.By Robert BeveridgeBill Heller, Harness Overlays: 
Beating the Favorite (Bonus Books, 1993)I wanted to like this book. I really did. I own two other Heller books 
(Overlay, Overlay and Turf Overlays), and they're both at least worthwhile, if not the rock-solid sourcebooks one gets 
from Brohamer or Quirin. But back ten or so years ago, I read Tom Ainslie's book on harness racing. Ainslie is the 
undisputed king of Thoroughbred writers, the man who brought Thoroughbred handicapping into the modern age; he 
is the foundation sire of every handicapper since 1968, in one way or another, directly or indirectly. And, simply put, 
his harness book was crap. Why I expected Bill Heller to do any better, I'm not sure.Much of the problem with 
Harness Overlays lies in its vagueness. There are long stretches of information that are interesting (in at least one 
chapter, "interesting" is kind of a stretch), but their usefulness at the time of publication, much less eleven years later, 
is questionable at best. This is okay, relatively, when you've got a six-hundred-page tome and you want to throw in 
some interesting, not really all that relevant but it'll give the reader a break material. When your book is a quarter that 
length, you're going to end up with a reader who feels cheated. (By the way, the six hundred page tome I was thinking 
of when I wrote that is Olmsted's Compleat Handicapper. $65 when I bought it eight years ago, paid for itself on my 
first bet using one of its principles, and has been worth many times that much over the years. A must-have for any 
handicapper.)What the vagueness masks is... very little, really. I take copious notes on handicapping books, usually so 
I can translate them into code for quick system testing. A slim book with much common-knowledge information or an 
older book that's had much repetition since and thus has become common knowledge, like Ainslie's Complete Guide 
to Thoroughbred Racing, will give me about four pages of notes; a book with some math in it and a few ideas I haven't 
seen before, e.g. Carroll's Handicapping Speed, will give me six or seven; a book heavy in advanced math concepts 
will give me twenty to thirty (e.g. Brohamer's Modern Pace Handicapping, still the best handicapping book I've ever 
read). How many pages did I get out of Harness Overlays? Less than one. As a handicapping manual, I can't 
recommend it in the least.Where I can give it decent marks is in that vagueness I mentioned above. Two chapters are 
jockeys' responses to questionnaires about their driving strategies, and the right respondents (four from New York, 
four from Chicago) are all award-winning drivers. It's great to get into the minds of the best guys out on the track, and 
those two chapters alone are worth the price of admission. If you're looking for good, solid handicapping material on 
the trotters and pacers, stick to a guy who specializes in them (Jerry Connors, who wrote the Handicapping Beyond the 
Basics books, is probably your best bet; there's a dearth of good harness handicapping info out there). **0 of 10 people 
found the following review helpful. This book will help you make money...By A CustomerI bought this book at 
Borders and it is an excellent book that will help you make money at the track. I thought I knew alot about harness 
racing but this book takes you to the next level. If your going to gamble make money when your doing it. I am so on 
fire since I started using this book that it is scary, I can't beleive how good I've gotten. Check this out friends.

Based on the innovative analysis of more than 11,000 races at 14 tracks across the country, you will learn all the 
important elements of step-by-step handicapping and betting strategy. And more than anything else, you will learn 
how to handicap for more winners and more fun.


